[image: image1.jpg]WNYO04 Nl
Ald3d0dd N
qyo4dvygan






Bradford Property Forum – 19 January 2011 – Meeting Report

The most recent meeting of Bradford Property Forum heard about the plans for a new student village in Bradford.

The scheme is part of a wider Learning Quarter set to provide a centre of excellence for the region through design, education and innovation.  The 1000 bed £40m Listerhills Sustainable Student Village is the first BREEAM outstanding student accommodation in the UK and is being delivered by Mi7 Developments.  The project will be augmented by managed workspace, academic and healthcare facilities and extensive public realm.

Project manager Phil Spring and Duncan Reeves of the contractor GB Building Solutions addressed 60 BPF members, who also heard from incoming chairman Paul Mackie, who took over from Andrew Mason.  Phil noted that, with 46 interested parties involved, getting agreement on every detail was sometimes convoluted.  Attendees agreed with both speakers that completion of the project in August 2011 will add to the regeneration of the city and help improve Bradford’s image.

The 4-storey townhouse accommodation is all timber-framed and the BREEAM award has led to interest and a visit from a Japanese university.  Phil and Duncan’s presentation can be found on the ‘Meetings’ page section of the website.

The meeting also heard about plans for 2011-12 from Paul Mackie, chairman of Rex Procter & Partners, with members also flagging up some of the priorities facing Bradford’s property-related businesses in months to come.  Aswell as wanting to see more physical developments in the city centre and changes to the landscape across the district, there were calls for information about the Government’s changes to planning, how Local Enterprise Partnerships can help drive economic growth and support the property sector, and information on so-called TIFs and JESSICAs (*) and their relation to construction and regeneration.

Other attendees called for the Forum to become more involved in encouraging more land development sites to be brought forward that were ready for building on.  Westfield Broadway was once more touched upon, as was what was due to happen to capital projects currently owned by Yorkshire Forward when the regional development agency disappears next spring.

Paul Mackie is now supported by vice-chair Jonathan Riley of Pinsent Mason as well as the BPF steering group.  Paul has now handed over the reins of the Professionals Network to Linda Hollings of Rance Booth Smith. 

(* TIF = Tax Increment Financing, a public financing method used as a subsidy for redevelopment and community improvement projects; JESSICA = Joint European Support for Sustainable Investment in City Areas)
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